In 2008, when Barack Obama was elected President of the United States there was a great deal of pride and excitement across the African continent. After all, President Obama had deep connections with Africa. His father was a Kenyan and it was expected that Obama's foreign policy would have a particular focus on Africa. Obama's legacy in Africa, however, has been severely questioned and characterised as lacking deep engagement. This is not surprising given that domestically in the United States his African heritage has often been portrayed as a liability, with Donald Trump most recently proclaiming that he was born in Kenya. As a result, the Obama Presidency, which was expected to divert more resources to Africa, has been severely lacking. Obama set the parameters of engagement early in his tenure when he visited Ghana and argued that it was time for Africans to take responsibility for Africa. This has been a constant theme of the Obama Presidency and his engagement has been rather muted.
The election of Donald Trump has signalled a clear nervousness within the continent as news stories have made their rounds on social media claiming that he finds Africans "lazy", "corrupt", and taking away American jobs. He has even been claimed to have said that if elected he would deport Africans from a hit list of African nations, and imprison autocrats like Mugabe and Museveni. In addition, he has been claimed to say that Africa needs to be recolonized for another hundred years. Interestingly, these claims have been made by a number of fake sites on the Internet, with these stories going viral on social media in Africa. Although there is no basis to these reports, the reality is that Donald Trump has paid scant attention to Africa during his campaign. Presidentelect Trump will enter office at a time when there are a number of serious issues facing Africa. However, it will also be a time when Africa is experiencing real economic growth and becoming the continent with the fastest growth in the world. Nevertheless, the growth is uneven and it is not clear if it can be sustained given the downturn in Asia, the largest recipient of African raw materials which have been fuelling the growth.
The Trump Presidency, nevertheless, will inherit a U.S. foreign policy that has not been detrimental to Africa as has been the case with previous administrations. However, there are increasing security issues and challenges across the continent with the possibility that terrorism and insecurity could well spill over into Europe and the United States. One only needs to think of the examples of continuing instability in Libya, the Boko Haram threat in Nigeria and the Al-Shabab in Somalia and Kenya, as well as the horrific situation in South Sudan, to realise that these could be real hotspots as the situation in the Middle East continues to deteriorate.
The other real opportunity for Trump in Africa is to realise the economic potential and opportunities on the continent. This is highly significant given the geopolitical importance that China has attached to Africa. Not only is there real economic growth but Africa has a very young and growing population that will necessarily be the key to the world's future labour needs and global workforce.
A third area requiring attention, besides dealing with issues of Islamic fundamentalism and state collapse, will be supporting Africa's fledgling democracies. Whilst there is real optimism about the dynamism and economic potential of the African continent, its governance and the continued dominance of autocrats, tyrants and despots such as Robert Mugabe, Kabila and Museveni remains a fundamental challenge. A world that will need to pay greater attention to Africa presents Donald Trump a real opportunity to mark his Presidency. However, given the negative media attention that he has received, albeit from fake sources, he will be required to mend fences in a place where people view him with a great deal of suspicion.
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